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Special Exhibition 2020 at Kanazawa Noh Museum

OKINA —The world of Noh from the Hosokawa Family Collection—

eClosed: Mondays (Open on Mon. if national holiday & closed the next weekday.), December 28—January 2 and January 13 | Last entry 5:30 pm

oA partial change of the exhibits will be made during the period.
1st Half: December 12 Sat —January 11 Mon | 2nd Half: January 14 Thu—January 31 Sun

Kanazawa Noh Museum
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TEL: 076-220-2790 | FAX: 076-220-2791
https://www.kanazawa-noh-museum.gr.jp

ZBEEN  SRREAED (FO) NRY—IFLELYERE, LR - 21 {2
EMB, £k "ERY (PR, THE,

H— eU K LKES
)

: S

A ot

] TER REE

i »LTo | @ETH S

H ILY

1

: . 5

i ORI SREAR - %Zl

i wLob i
Y EHi | 0w i B | &

| E S | pesm | |WossuE ?

1 wazsI70|®

i - ° °

A 5

%E E Y ;g Jlsl [gl
Py S %

: | SRUME @ L

s JAPAN
CULTURAL
-EXPO

€

KICF

[BAfEIc®7=Y Introduction]

B&Z650FICOI>TSHETRIIMANTE B, TR, BOER A LBEDBE. KRAMIILTIELS
NTWEDH [H @] T [HFERORREENZ2ZDH TERANLEE T EROKED
THMERREEMCETS,

B ORI ZORKIERICTENTLET, B> RBEEEL. BRE#AETEZRELTIALS
BN3(E 3. BRDA LT NEBHREBFIIREBREZSZ NI FETELEWVLTLLI DY,
The traditional Japanese theatrical art of Noh has a history of around 650 years. Ever since its early days, Okina has
been performed to open all official Noh programs. Extremely ritualistic in form, and regarded as representing the
origin of Noh, the unusual piece features dancing to celebrate a good harvest and pray for universal peace.
The background and meaning of Okina are shrouded in mystery. The Okina figure of a god appears to incorporate
different religions and live in harmony with Nature. The god’s existence may provide hints on ways to improve
human society in Japan and elsewhere.
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Perfected by Kan-ami and his son Zeami in the late 14th and early 15th centuries, Noh has received a high reputation
at home and abroad as a representative of the classical Japanese performing arts. Not only Hosokawa Yusai
(Fujitaka) but also successive heads of the Hosokawa Family were devoted to Noh, and they themselves appeared
on stage as Noh performers. As a result, a collection of around 900 items related to Noh was accumulated
in Kumamoto and Tokyo, where the Hosokawa Family was based, including masks, costumes, instruments, and
stage properties.

In Okina, regarded as the very first Noh play, a performer becomes a god by putting on a special mask and dances to
pray for the peace and security of the world. Grounded in the traditional mode of performance, this exhibition focuses
on Okina through masterpieces handed down from the Hosokawa family, introducing the five genres of deity, man,
woman, crazed, and demon. From masks boasting consummate beauty of form, to florid, magnificent costumes, to

instruments of utter refinement, here is an invitation into the depth and richness of the world of Noh. We are
delighted if this exhibition can offer an opportunity for a renewed experience of Noh’s appeal as a prayerful art form.
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Important Art Object), Exhibited in 1st Half @Kariginu Robe (Noh costume), Whole period of exhibition ®Noh mask, Hannya
type (Important Art Object), Exhibited in 2nd Half @Karaori Robe (Noh Costume), Exhibited in 1st Half ®Chant book, Utaibon
(Written out by Hosokawa Fujitaka (Yisai)), Whole period of exhibition| All items from the Eisei Bunko Museum Collection




